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[bookmark: _LINE__3_7ec22e3c_73c5_4a0a_a891_190082f][bookmark: _PAR__2_8f34ff02_1696_41bd_86dc_b3b09a4f][bookmark: _LINE__4_446c4a3d_41bc_4741_aabb_d5ec080]Whereas, the system of health care coverage in the State is complex and confusing, and all too often it provides people with inadequate coverage or no coverage at all; and
[bookmark: _LINE__5_56b377de_8351_4c5d_af7d_e0a709f][bookmark: _PAR__3_832f2dbb_d2de_4c7b_bb2a_1ad3fd13]Whereas, every person in the State merits health care coverage; and
[bookmark: _LINE__6_b76a4040_415c_4ea1_ab4a_29de20e][bookmark: _PAR__4_8270bdc1_1cb6_421c_a128_35c73a18][bookmark: _LINE__7_00494c47_50a3_4c2a_835d_507ebb3]Whereas, the high costs of health care, due in part to waste and to excessive administrative costs, are financially catastrophic for many families; and
[bookmark: _LINE__8_5fc16834_4385_4191_ba32_ebdb7aa][bookmark: _PAR__5_e457feb4_d382_4f2c_bcf5_6a2a9fdb][bookmark: _LINE__9_6bc3fc37_e5af_4d12_9789_8e55fa9]Whereas, the quality of life for Maine residents would improve if they could obtain the health care they need; and
[bookmark: _LINE__10_b44a8195_e71e_45c9_a513_808ee3][bookmark: _PAR__6_d2a7a4ea_9906_4ff9_9343_42a2f3c1][bookmark: _LINE__11_2e34e136_66a2_48cf_88c0_34a4bb]Whereas, health care is an essential safeguard of human life and should be treated as a public good; and
[bookmark: _LINE__12_493c87c9_e4a9_4f1d_81cb_501692][bookmark: _PAR__7_c9610f86_ceaa_4243_aa6d_d154d2fd][bookmark: _LINE__13_827e2f8f_1666_4f1a_8014_cc9fc2][bookmark: _LINE__14_b2569287_4100_44fc_bdf4_4db771]Whereas, job losses resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic have exposed the limitations in terms of both health care and economic issues of employment-based health care coverage; and
[bookmark: _LINE__15_b5039a7b_0dc8_47be_95ce_8ede57][bookmark: _PAR__8_c2dc8018_7e9c_491a_98bc_d5492f68][bookmark: _LINE__16_918ba608_59e6_4811_a42b_a6c235][bookmark: _LINE__17_bbd356d9_fcdd_4a3f_9ee8_997864][bookmark: _LINE__18_392c0b60_cde3_47f4_827a_7919c7]Whereas, economic studies analyzing universal health care proposals at both the national and state levels have shown that such proposals would result in overall savings and would result in most people paying far less than they pay under the current system of health care coverage; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _LINE__19_0630539e_c9d4_4e1d_8b59_5476da][bookmark: _PAR__9_70729e51_aa05_430b_908c_aef654cf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8f3f9545_c3ea][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__596c79fa_69e5_46ba_a6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__de09258c_84d6_4998][bookmark: _LINE__20_bbc1160e_d575_4655_8f3b_f2a8a1][bookmark: _LINE__21_e7dc9606_9bd8_4be9_a695_21eb53]Sec. 1.  Develop legislation. Resolved:  That the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health care and insurance matters shall develop legislation establishing a system of health care coverage in the State that:
[bookmark: _LINE__22_d6b5bbd6_e45c_47cd_ad59_1f73fb][bookmark: _PAR__10_b932683e_4e04_4454_8b12_7fcbbf8][bookmark: _LINE__23_0af3c870_c410_480e_b923_f28ab6]1. Ensures that all residents of the State possess comprehensive, publicly funded health care coverage; 
[bookmark: _LINE__24_94c1bafb_17ed_4187_8fa8_893a3e][bookmark: _PAR__11_8056e061_f653_43c4_8397_88cca3a]2. Contains built-in mechanisms to lower the costs of health care;
[bookmark: _LINE__25_dc5e4658_4f8c_48bc_abf5_6650a5][bookmark: _PAR__12_76ad3c47_ef63_44a2_a18e_7f8ed23][bookmark: _LINE__26_fb5cd76d_9ea4_4804_8509_e7c7f4]3. Provides to every resident of the State all services determined to be medically necessary services by the board established in accordance with subsection 7;
[bookmark: _LINE__27_bd7a6df8_45d4_4e59_a4b7_fadfdc][bookmark: _PAR__13_d3ad1c50_4ba5_4632_a653_1f47e75][bookmark: _LINE__28_773f9c71_483c_419c_85e7_32f1bc]4. Continues the existing practice of providing health care services through public and private providers of those services; 
[bookmark: _LINE__29_3789b9f6_8f9e_44dd_acdd_cc3c9b][bookmark: _PAR__14_233e3396_cea5_4495_9251_edbc990]5. Provides residents of the State the freedom to choose their health care providers; 
[bookmark: _LINE__30_fc4439a5_c63d_4dd0_b3d2_f30f6a][bookmark: _PAR__15_75953e8b_37e5_44b4_b1e3_db22581]6. Provides prompt payments to health care providers at prevailing rates; and
[bookmark: _LINE__31_cbcfff3f_9cef_4006_8fd9_7a6532][bookmark: _PAR__16_d40f3735_e0ea_4f82_9f8f_64f7819][bookmark: _LINE__32_66bd197c_353b_4d7a_95a1_d9d2b2][bookmark: _LINE__33_8257fcb2_c811_40d0_8684_4ebe43][bookmark: _LINE__34_5b22a618_4b43_495a_be80_5b2e2c][bookmark: _LINE__35_5f83eea1_9f08_4951_9dda_37b354]7. Establishes a board to supervise program elements of the system of health care coverage. The board must consist of members who are representative of the State's population and who are appointed by the Governor, reviewed by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health care and insurance matters and confirmed by the Senate.



[bookmark: _LINE__36_49404441_6543_4937_9d88_7a9162][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__50b2d3b7_b4f8][bookmark: _PAR__17_01de098c_a2f1_4ca4_a729_1559158][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__46eb3398_3b91_4a18][bookmark: _LINE__37_158ffc63_76c2_47a2_b101_d1dc5a][bookmark: _LINE__38_6ab8be68_5b40_4f70_9c6e_9393f9][bookmark: _LINE__39_dfcb185f_41cd_4809_9f4c_2d7a00]Sec. 2.  Report out legislation. Resolved: That, following the development of the legislation in accordance with section 1, the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health care and insurance matters shall report out a bill to the Legislature to implement, by 2028, its proposal.
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[bookmark: _LINE__2_0b9446f0_e2aa_40cf_b05b_1649afd][bookmark: _PAR__2_65261484_ee0c_4cca_8a60_f966778d][bookmark: _LINE__3_58eb6016_41e1_416c_97bc_6c71e70][bookmark: _LINE__4_dff4a36a_45d6_4264_bb9c_695d6b3][bookmark: _LINE__5_ed5f7f76_3c9a_44c8_b7e3_ec065c3]This initiated bill directs the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health care and insurance matters to develop legislation to establish a system of universal health care coverage in the State and directs the joint standing committee to report out a bill to the Legislature to implement, by 2028, its proposal.
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